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Introduction

Staff for this study:

Kirk Jonas, former Deputy Director
Ashley Colvin, Project Leader
Jason Powell
Walt Smiley

John Long, Design



Study Mandate

m In October 2003, the Commission directed staff to
compile and publish statistics on how Virginia
compares to other states on a variety of measures

e Where possible, the Commission directed that
rankings be adjusted to reflect the impact of State
expenditures on the rainy day fund and on car tax
relief



Methodology

m Most data presented are for the year 2000,
although this varies by the source of the data

m For each table, JLARC staff calculated a 50-state
average, which is the average value at the state

level

m Effects of car tax relief and rainy day fund

e Certain tables include Virginia’s ranking both
with and without these expenditures, where

applicable



Methodology

(continued)

m Data used to create rankings come from publicly-
available sources:

e U.S. Census Bureau

e Bureau of Labor Statistics

e Bureau of Economic Analysis

e Virginia Department of the Treasury

e National Association of State Budget Officers
e National Education Association

e American Association of State Colleges and Universities
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